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The governing board will co-ordinate regular meetings with appropriate staff to discuss online safety, 
requirements for training, and monitor online safety logs as provided by the designated safeguarding 
lead (DSL).  

The governing board should ensure children are taught how to keep themselves and others safe, 

including keeping safe online.   

The governing board must ensure the school has appropriate filtering and monitoring systems in 

place on school devices and school networks and will regularly review their effectiveness. The board 

will review the DfE filtering and monitoring standards, and discuss with IT staff and service providers 

what needs to be done to support the school in meeting those standards, which include: 

¶ Identifying and assigning roles and responsibilities to manage filtering and monitoring 
systems. 

¶ Reviewing filtering and monitoring provisions at least annually. 

¶ 





https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/what-are-issues
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics
https://www.childnet.com/resources/parents-and-carers-resource-sheet


https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/uid/8b76f587-7bf6-4994-abf0-43850c6e8d73/
https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/uid/66a1d83e-2fb9-411e-91f1-fe52a09d16d1/
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 Their rights, responsibilities and opportunities online, including that the same expectations of 
behaviour apply in all contexts, including online. 

 About online risks, including that any material someone provides to another has the potential to be 
shared online and the difficulty of removing potentially compromising material placed online. 

 Not to provide material to others that they would not want shared further and not to share personal 
material which is sent to them. 

 What to do and where to get support to report material or manage issues online 

 The impact of viewing harmful content 

 That specifically sexually explicit material (e.g., pornography) presents a distorted picture of 
sexual behaviours, can damage the way people see themselves in relation to others and 
negatively affect how they behave towards sexual partners. 

 That sharing and viewing indecent images of children (including those created by children) is a 
criminal offence that carries severe penalties including jail. 

 How information and data is generated, collected, shared and used online 

 How to identify harmful behaviours online (including bullying, abuse or harassment) and how to 
report, or find support, if they have been affected by those behaviours 

 How people can actively communicate and recognise consent from others, including sexual 
consent, and how and when consent can be withdrawn (in all contexts, including online) 

The safe use of social media and the internet will also be covered in other subjects where relevant.  

Where necessary, teaching about safeguarding, including online safety, will be adapted for vulnerable 
children, victims of abuse and some pupils with SEND.  

Educating parents/carers about online safety 
The school will raise parents/carers’ awareness of internet safety in the weekly online safety blog via 
our website, and letters or other communications home.  This policy will also be shared with 
parents/carers. 

Online safety will also be covered during parents’ visits and coffee mornings and training. 

The school will let parents/carers know: 

 What systems the school uses to filter and monitor online use 

 What their children are being asked to do online, including the sites they will be asked to access 
and who from the school (if anyone) their child will be interacting with online 

If parents/carers have any queries or concerns in relation to online safety, these should be raised in 
the first instance with the headteacher and/or the DSL. 

Concerns or queries about this policy can be raised with any member of staff or the headteacher. 

Cyber-bullying 

Definition 

Cyber-bullying takes place online, such as through social networking sites, messaging apps or 
gaming sites. Like other forms of bullying, it is the repetitive, intentional harming of 1 person or group 
by another person or group, where the relationship involves an imbalance of power. (See also the 
school behaviour support policy & procedure.) 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
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o Sharing of abusive images and pornography, to those who don’t want to receive such 
content 

 Physical abuse, sexual violence and initiation/hazing type violence can all contain an online 
element   

Training will also help staff:  

¶ Develop better awareness to assist in spotting the signs and symptoms of online abuse  

¶ Develop the ability to ensure pupils can recognise dangers and risks in online activity and can 
weigh up the risks. 

¶ D

https://360safe.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6650a1967b792ffff71a83e8/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-online-safety-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents/enacted
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mailto:onlinesafety@swgfl.org.uk
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 Appendix 2b:  Appendix 4a: Acceptable use 

agreement for younger pupils (2, suggested KS2 and above)  
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¶ When I am using the internet to find information, I should take care to check that the 

information is accurate, as I understand that the work of others may not be truthful and may be a 

deliberate attempt to mislead me.   
¶ I should have permission if I use the original work of others in my own work.  

¶ I should not use AI tools and generative chatbots (such as ChatGPT and Google Bard) to 
complete any of my class assignments or homework.  

I understand that I am responsible for my actions, both in and out of school:  
¶ I know that I am expected to follow these rules in school and that I should behave in the same 

way when out of school as well.   
¶ I understand that if I do not follow these rules, I may be subject to disciplinary action. This 

could include loss of access to the school network/internet, detentions, suspensions, parents/carers 

contacted and in the event of illegal activities involvement of the police.  

Learner Acceptable Use Agreement Form   
Please complete the sections below to show that you have read, understood and agree to the rules 

included in the acceptable use agreement. If you do not sign and return this agreement, access will not be 

granted to school systems. I have read and understand the above and agree to follow these guidelines 

when:  

¶ I use the school systems and devices (both in and out of school) 

could �x

mailto:onlinesafety@swgfl.org.uk
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Appendix 3: Acceptable use agreement for staff, governors, volunteers and 

visitors  

  

School Policy  

New technologies have become integral to the lives of children and young people in today’s society, both 

within schools and in their lives outside school. The internet and other digital information and 

communications technologies are powerful tools, which open new opportunities for everyone. These 

technologies can stimulate discussion, promote creativity and stimulate awareness of context to promote 
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¶ I will immediately report any illegal, inappropriate or harmful material or incident, I 
become aware of, to the appropriate person.    

I will be professional in my communications and actions when using school systems:  

¶ I will not access, copy, remove or otherwise alter any other user’s files, without their 
express permission.  
¶ I will communicate with others in a professional manner, I will not use aggressive or 
inappropriate language and I appreciate that others may have different opinions.   
¶ I will ensure that when I take and/or publish images of others I will do so with their 
permission and in accordance with the school’s policy on the use of digital/video images. 
I will not use my personal equipment to record these images, unless I have permission to 
do so. Where these images are published (e.g., on the school website/VLE) it will not be 
possible to identify by name, or other personal information, those who are featured.   
¶ I will only use social networking sites in school in accordance with the school’s 
policies.  
¶ I will only communicate with learners and parents/carers using official school 
systems. Any such communication will be professional in tone and manner.   
¶ I will not engage in any on-
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¶ I will not disable or cause any damage to school equipment, or the equipment 
belonging to others.  
¶ 

mailto:onlinesafety@swgfl.org.uk
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